Cards with questions; fortune cookies.

With this activity, students are asked to find a partner. These sets of
partners then discuss a debriefing question together. This technique
works well because the students get a chance to practise their
answers before sharing with a large group.
The following icebreaker games can be used as a part of pair and share

This is a unique collection of
questions that the students can ask
each other as an icebreaker exchange.
Give one card to a student and ask
them to find a partner to share their
response to the question on the card.
Then have the students change cards
and find a new partner, encouraging
about six partner exchanges. Some
question examples are: What is your
favourite restaurant? Who is your
favourite teacher and why? What is a
television show you enjoy watching?
If you could possess one unique
super power, what would it be? What
is your favourite movie and why?

Spontaneity can be added to the
question and answer session with
intriguing treats. These cookies can
be easily filled with reflection
questions or closing quotes. Have
each student choose a fortune cookie
then pair and share the question with a
partner.

This is designed to help teachers ask
debriefing questions in a proper
sequence that makes sense to
students. It can also shift some of
the responsibility for successful
processing to the students. The
sequence of (a) what happened (b) why
is this important and (c) how can I use
this information, not only takes
students through a progression for
processing a lesson, but also
presents a fun and unique way for
students to debrief themselves.
In this debriefing exchange, cards are
placed in three piles according to
colour. Ask students to choose one
card first from the Orange Pile and
find a partner. Students are to share
the response to the question with
their partner and then exchange cards
and find a new partner. After three or
four such exchanges, change to the
Green Pile and then the Blue Pile. At
completion, students return all
cards and form a circle. This process
allows the students to walk
themselves through the debriefing
sequence.
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